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BUSINESS IMPACT

Our six priority SDGs are:

 	 Quality education (SDG 4)

 	 Clean water and sanitation (SDG 6)

 	 Affordable and clean energy (SDG 7)

 	 Decent work and economic growth (SDG 8)

 	 Industry innovation and infrastructure (SDG 9)

 	 Sustainable cities and communities (SDG 11)

Additionally, we contribute to:

 	 Climate action (SDG 13)

 	 Partnership for the goals (SDG 17)

Business impact

We have six priority Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) that 
are globally aligned yet locally 
relevant to our core geographies 
and which reflect our current 
business model and growth 
strategy.

Our strategy is to harness the 
expertise in our various businesses 
and identify opportunities to 
maximise impact by partnering with 
our clients, investors and various 
stakeholders to support delivery of 
the SDGs and build a more resilient 
and inclusive world.

Through our businesses we contribute to the following SDGs:
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“�The SDGs are a vital lens through 
which Investec, it’s customers 
and communities may measure 
our contribution to a sustainable 
future and translate this into 
viable business solutions.”

Chris Mitman,� Head of Export & Agency Finance, UK

Launched Environmental World Index Autocall, through our 
structured products team, with over R0.5 billion traded
The autocall provides a predefined enhanced return of 25% (non-compounded) per annum, in Rands in the event of 
flat or positive index performance on the automatic call dates

Financed 11 projects with 
an installed capacity of 
3 924 MW of clean energy
(2019: 14 projects; 1 863 MW)

Received GRT Best 
Deals 2020 Award for 
African Solutions to 
African Infrastructure

Empowered South 
African home owners by 
distributing 3 600 title 
deeds in 15 townships and 
waived the underlying debt

Investec’s Young Innovators 
chosen to present at the 
UN virtual leadership 
summit in June 2020

SDG Framework
We believe that our most significant contribution to the SDGs will 
be achieved through financing innovative solutions that will address 
socio-economic issues and investing responsibly for a more sustainable 
future. We can achieve this through enabling access to clean water 
(SDG 6), affordable energy (SDG 7) as well as providing access to 
quality education (SDG 4). These are all vital for economic growth and 
job creation (SDG 8). At the same time, our business has established 
expertise in building and supporting infrastructure solutions (SDG 9) and 
funding sustainable cities and stronger communities (SDG 11).

We recognise the risk of climate change and are committed to 
supporting the transition to a clean and energy-efficient global 
economy through climate action (SDG 13) and protecting our 
eco-system (SDG 15).

As a foundation to achieving our ambitious SDG goals, we address 
inequality (SDG 10) in everything we do. We will establish out of the 
ordinary partnerships (SDG 17) with integrity, moral strength and strong 
governance (SDG 16).

Refer to page 12 for our SDG framework.

Piloting a solar solution  
for private clients
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Quality education 
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all through:

>300 000  
learners tutored 
through Explore 

Learning 

>20 000  
students enrolled 

in the Invictus 
Education  

Group

R16.4 mn of 
income from IW&I 

philanthropy 
funds allocated to 

education 

Private Capital in South Africa is an equity partner in the Invictus 
Education Group and are integrally involved in the business from a 
strategic perspective. With more than 20 000 learners, the Invictus 
Education Group is continually reinvesting in education systems, 
processes and technology, as a key strategy. The hotel school focuses 
on practical and theoretical training, with emphasis on the traditional 
values of service and hospitality. 93% of hotel school students are 
employed upon graduation. The programme is making a significant 
contribution to skills development in South Africa with more than 
1 000 learnerships each year.

For more information visit www.invictuseducation.co.za

Our Wealth & Investment (IWI) philanthropy offering is strategic in 
nature, largely focusing on supporting long-term sustainable initiatives 
across South Africa, and managing foundation investments to the 
market value of R988 million. These funds have derived income 
for distribution to charities on behalf of our clients to the value of 
approximately R29.8 million in the past year. This income is distributed 
by Investec charitable trusts, in accordance with the decisions made 
by the respective foundation trustees. Of the funds allocated, 55% 
went to education, 29% to welfare and humanitarian, 4% to healthcare 
and 12% to social justice initiatives.

For more information visit 
www.investec.com/en_za/investment/strategic-philanthropy.html

Private Capital in the UK funded Explore Learning which is an online 
tutoring and learning platform helping children to meet their educational 
goals from home. The tuition is aligned to the UK school curriculum 
and has 144 tuition centres across the UK. Explore Learning has a 
proven record of enabling children of all abilities to excel academically. 
With over 3 000 expert tutors they have delivered in excess of 100 000 
lessons per month. Since 2001 they have tutored over 300 000 
children, aged four to 14, to achieve their potential. Explore Learning 
won the Education Investor award 2019 in the private tutoring category 
as well as the winner of the business excellence awards 2019 for the 
best after-school tuition provider in the UK.

For more information visit www.explorelearning.com

SDG 4.3: Equal access to education
SDG 4.4: Increasing the number of  
youth with relevant skills

Benefits to society
Education brings significant benefits to society, not only through 
higher employment opportunities and income, but also via 
enhanced skills, improved social well-being and quality of life,  
and access to networks.

Benefits to business
By supporting quality education, we contribute to a greater pool 
of talent for our own workforce. Within our business activities we 
actively finance and facilitate several educational and vocational 
businesses and partner with clients to enhance quality education 
and skills development in South Africa.
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Clean water and sanitation  
Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all 
through:

SDG 6.1: Safe and affordable drinking water

Solar water 
pumping systems 

provided to 11 rural 
communities in 

South Africa 

Water tanks 
installed in >38 

countries  

Through our collaboration with the Entrepreneurship Development Trust (EDT), Innovation Africa 
provided solar water pumping systems to 11 communities in rural South Africa, in Mpumalanga and 
Limpopo. Approximately 20 000 litres per day of clean water are distributed to at least 8 000 people 
per village. The community takes ownership of the project, allowing local residents to be employed in 
the construction and maintenance of the project, supporting skills development and enhancing future 
employment prospects.

For more information visit www.innoafrica.org

Private Capital in South Africa is an equity partner in Abeco Tanks. Water is required for agriculture, 
business, industry and mining which are the pillars of our continent’s developing economies. Abeco 
Tanks provides hygienic storage of water through their cost-effective water tank storage solutions 
which include elements of safety, hygiene, quality and durability. These water tanks that address the 
need for a convenient and stable water supply, have been installed in over 38 countries including 
Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar, Central America, Middle East as well as across the entire African 
continent.

Abeco Tanks supported municipalities across South Africa during the COVID-19 pandemic by 
providing 12 tanks valued at R5.4 million. The water tanks have enabled a reliable supply of water to 
communities to ensure that people are able to regularly wash their hands which plays a major role in 
curbing the spread of COVID-19.

For more information visit www.abecotanks.co.za

SDG 6.4 Substantially increase water-use 
efficiency across all sectors  

South Africa is a water-scarce country, requiring a dedicated focus on 
ensuring adequate water storage and transfer capacity. To this end, 
Trans-Caledon Tunnel Authority (TCTA), a state owned entity, designs 
bankable projects, raises funding in capital markets, manages debt 
and implements infrastructure rollouts. 

Investec provided funding for TCTA, who also act as an agency of the 
National Department of Water and Sanitation, which is responsible for 
the country’s water resources in respect of usage, equitable allocation 
and distribution. TCTA assists the government in ensuring water 
security for South Africa and universal access to this essential service 
for all citizens.

For more information visit www.tcta.co.za

Benefits to society
Access to clean water and sanitation is a basic human right 
and is essential for reducing poverty and improving overall 
well-being. Not only is it vital for agriculture, biodiversity and 
economic growth, but also keeps children in school and increases 
opportunities for women and girls in rural areas.

Benefits to business
We have established expertise in funding and structuring 
infrastructure projects. We also partner with our clients to 
finance innovative water solutions which help communities and 
business growth. In our own operations, we continually look for 
opportunities to reduce our consumption and usage of water.
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Affordable and clean energy  
Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all 
through:

SDG 7.2: Increasing the share of renewable energy

Participated  
in £1.0 bn of 

renewable energy 
projects globally

(2019: £1.6 bn)

Financed  
11 projects 

(2019: 14 projects)
with installed 

capacity of 3 924 MW
(2019: 1 863 MW)

Leading the finance 
of energy from waste 
and biomass plants 

in the UK

We require that all power and infrastructure-related projects comply 
with applicable environmental, planning, labour and procurement laws 
and do not fund nor invest in projects which do not have acceptable 
environmental impact assessments, and either do or could reasonably 
be expected to breach acceptable behavioural, ethical or moral 
standards. We target transactions in countries with established laws 
that comply with World Bank standards and that have due processes 
that are applied reasonably and effectively. If not, sponsors and 
suppliers are obliged to give undertakings and comply with such 
standards.

For more information on the renewable energy projects that we 
have participated in visit www.investec.com/en_za/welcome-to-investec/
corporate-responsibility.html
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Benefits to society
We rely daily on energy to power our economies, drive industry 
and transport, and provide light and warmth (or cooling) in 
our homes. Access in rural communities to affordable energy 
positively impacts education, health and learning. The increase 
of renewable energy reduces greenhouse gas emissions and is 
vital in the transition to a low-carbon economy.

Benefits to business
We recognise the risk of climate change and are committed to supporting 
the transition to a clean and energy-efficient global economy. We have 
international expertise in financing and developing energy generation and 
transmission. We deliberately focus on financing infrastructure solutions that 
promote renewable energy. We also help clients to reduce their emissions 
and encourage investment in renewables and divestment from fossil fuels.
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Launch of a 
sustainable 

energy business Piloting a solar 
solution for private 

clients

Provided 
a R1.25 bn 

bridging facility

Asset Finance launched a new sustainable energy finance 
business, helping UK companies to fund renewable energy assets 
such as solar panels, biomass boilers and onshore wind turbines. We 
have identified strong growth opportunities in this market as more 
of our customers seek to reduce their carbon footprint and increase 
the use of renewable energy to generate income as well as to create 
savings for their own businesses.

For more information visit www.investec.com/en_gb/welcome-to-investec/
press/investec-asset-finance-launches-sustainable-energy-finance.html

Investec has a vital role to play in leveraging its capital and financing 
the transition to a low-carbon, more sustainable economy. Clean, 
affordable energy is particularly critical for South Africa. We are piloting 
a solar solution offering with 1 000 of our clients to either facilitate 
the installation of smart meters or finance a full solar installation 
facilitated through an energy advisor.

Investec is at the forefront of the drive to bring clean power to the 
African continent and recognises the opportunity to play a role in 
funding and transforming the energy sector. We created an energy 
fund, Revego Africa Energy Limited (RAEL), that is expected to 
list on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange (JSE) in the third quarter 
of 2020. We provided a R1.25 billion bridging facility which will allow 
Revego to continue funding its investment activity in acquiring a 
portfolio of operating renewable energy assets in sub-Saharan Africa, 
ahead of its planned listing on the JSE. The proceeds of the facility 
will be used to acquire assets ahead of the listing, providing the early 
investors with certainty of the initial asset portfolio.

For more information visit www.revegoenergy.com

Andre Wepener, 
Head of power and infrastructure finance,
 Southern Africa

“�We are mindful of 
the potential climate 
risks when the 
economy restarts 
after COVID-19 and 
therefore stand firm 
in our commitment 
to clean energy 
investments as 
they will make the 
new economy a 
sustainable one.”
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Decent work and economic 
growth  
Promote inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment and 
decent work for all through:

SDG 8.5: Full and productive employment and decent work
SDG 8.10: Strengthening the capacity of domestic financial institutions to 
encourage and expand access to banking, insurance and financial services for all

R21 mn  
contracts to  
AMP tenants  

SMEs  
benefit from 
loan support  
for COVID-19  

losses

Investec Property Fund (IPF) supports an enterprise and supplier development initiative known as AMP, 
a collaboration between property entrepreneurs in a space that will grow their offerings, services and 
projects. AMP tenants are provided with skills, mentorship, training, unique collaborative spaces and 
procurement opportunities to enable them to thrive in their respective property sectors. This facilitates the 
success of their business and plays a major role in their societies and communities by creating jobs and 
accelerating skills development. Fifteen entrepreneurs are currently participating in the AMP programme and 
total contracts awarded to AMP tenants since inception in 2016 are in excess of R21 million.

Investec plc
•	� We were approved as an accredited bank under the UK Government Coronavirus Business Interruption 

Loan Scheme (CBILS) which provides banks with an 80% government guarantee on losses arising on 
loans to small businesses. For more information visit www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-

business-interruption-loan-scheme-cbils-2/

•	� We will be participating in the Coronavirus Large Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CLBILS) which is a 
similar 80% guarantee scheme aimed at lending to large companies and the UK Government’s Bounce 
Back Loan Scheme (BBL) which provides banks with a 100% guarantee on losses that may arise on 
facilities provided to small businesses that were not given CBILS funding. 

Investec Limited
•	� We are involved in the South African Future Trust (SAFT) extending direct financial support to the 

employees of SMMEs with turnover of <R25mn and the COVID-19 Loan Scheme offered to South African 
clients who have an annual turnover of <R300mn. For more information visit www.saft.africa

South Africa’s cash investments business provides flexible cash management for SMEs. Over the last 
12 months, we have partnered with sme.africa to deliver a podcast series called Making SMEs Matter, 
delivering content and expertise to SMEs that would not necessarily have access. Each episode is an 
entrepreneurial story, where entrepreneurs share their challenges and successes. For more information  
visit www.sme.africa

Benefits to society
Inequality and poverty are inextricably linked to not having decent 
work and being an active economic participant. Entrepreneurship 
and job creation are therefore key to ensuring sustained economic 
growth, in addition to eradicating forced labour, child labour, 
slavery and human trafficking.

Benefits to business
Our business plays a critical role in providing capital to fund a 
stable and sustainable economy. We use our specialist skills to 
support our clients in growing their businesses. We have a strong 
focus on financing entrepreneurs who are critical in accelerating 
job creation and supporting sustained economic growth.
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Industry innovation and 
infrastructure   
Build resilient infrastructure, promote 
sustainable industrialisation and 
foster innovation through:

SDG 9.1: Developing quality, reliable, 
sustainable and resilient infrastructure

$22.5 mn  
deal wins Best 

Deals 2020 
Award 

Investec Private Capital’s innovative structuring of the  
$22.5 million road reconstruction and storm drainage 
financing for Ghana Infrastructure Company Limited (GIC) 
won the GRT Best Deals 2020 Award for African 
Solutions for African Infrastructure. The structure 
enabled GIC to win the bid, keeping a high level of local jobs 
in Ghana and growing GIC’s and Ghana’s capacity to deliver 
such projects domestically. Beyond employment creation, 
the project’s effective drainage systems are essential in 
water management and ensuring no loss of life during the 
heavy seasonal rainfalls in Ghana. Increased road access 
also contributes to community development, improving 
access to education and healthcare. The African project was 
delivered through a combination of African partnerships, 
implemented by an African contractor, with finance 
structured by an African bank and supported by an African 
export credit agency. 

For more information visit www.gtreview.com/magazine/
volume-18-issue-2/gtr-best-deals-2020/

Benefits to society
Building quality infrastructure and sustainable industrial development 
boosts productivity, incomes and standards of living, leading to better 
health and education outcomes. Technology and innovation are vital 
in addressing environmental and economic challenges that come with 
industrial development and an increasing world population.

Benefits to business
We have a proven track record and partner with the private sector and 
government for the delivery of infrastructure through the provision of expertise 
to ensure the successful funding, implementation and development of 
projects. We see many opportunities to finance innovative technological or 
digital solutions to solve various socio-economic challenges.

SDG 9A:  Facilitate sustainable and resilient infrastructure development in developing countries through 
enhanced financial, technological and technical support to African countries, least developed countries, 
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States

Representing 
 the International 

Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) 
Global Export  

Finance Banking 
Committee

Our Export and Agency Finance team has established a working group 
to identify commercial opportunities to maximise the socio-economic and 
environmental impact and play a leading role in the fast‑developing 
impact and SDG finance market. Chris Mitman represented the 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Global Export Finance 
Banking Committee in Paris at an OECD stakeholders meeting, 
presenting the outcomes of a global survey of Export Credit Agencies 
(ECAs) and banks which highlighted this as a strategic priority area for 
the approximately $150 billion per annum industry.

For more information visit https://iccwbo.org/publication/icc-global-export-
finance-committee

Working with new
$300 mn impact
debt fund, Acre

Capital

The team is also working with a new impact debt fund, Acre Capital, 
a grant supported by The Rockefeller Foundation. This support is 
to design an impact investment vehicle that leverages export credit 
agency capital to fund social infrastructure projects in emerging 
markets. This $300 million initial fund will launch in the second 
quarter of 2020 and focuses on co-financing projects that meet SDG 
objectives alongside export credit agencies. For every dollar the fund 
invests it will release six times the amount in OECD export credit 
funded debt.

For more information visit www.acrescap.com

67BUSINESS IMPACT
2020 group sustainability and ESG supplementary report

https://www.investec.com/en_gb/welcome-to-investec/press/investec-asset-finance-launches-sustainable-energy-finance.html
https://iccwbo.org/publication/icc-global-export-finance-committee/
https://iccwbo.org/publication/icc-global-export-finance-committee/
https://acrescap.com/


Group sustainability About Investec People Communities Environment Business impact Governance and risk Appendix

BUSINESS IMPACT

“In a post-COVID-19 world, we all 
live with a heightened sense of 
responsibility to make a meaningful 
difference. At Investec, we see 
our collaborations with technology 
partners as a powerful way to 
exponentially scale our contribution 
to the economic development of 
South Africa, its people, and the 
world at large.”

SDG 9.5: Upgrading technological capabilities

90 000 tech 
professionals and 

1 400 companies use 
Offerzen banking 

platform 

Investec has partnered with some ground-breaking technology leaders:

•	 Investec’s partnership with Crossfin funds early-stage African fintech start-ups. 
We identify, fund and support driven entrepreneurs with innovative ideas who develop 
solutions pointing to an inclusive high-growth future of financial products and services 
in Africa. This year the investment extended to BxChange iMali who developed an 
e-Wallet App called My-iMali, an affordable, easy-to-use and convenient digital wallet. 
The start-up provides approximately 5 000 lower-income consumers with the ability to 
transact anywhere in the world without paying any monthly fees, and gives businesses a 
more affordable, safe and convenient channel for salary disbursements.

For more information visit www.my-imali.com

•	 Investec Life’s partnership with UK-based genetics company DNAfit Life Sciences, 
empowers our clients with personalised information to make better decisions regarding 
their personal health and wellness. As the first in Africa to offer this global innovation, we 
are disrupting the sector by promoting precision medicine to further preventative health, 
by enabling our clients to use technology to maintain their health and well-being. This is 
testament to the innovation that lies at the heart of Investec Life.

For more information visit www.dnafit.com

•	 In 2019, Investec partnered with Offerzen to develop a banking proposition for software 
engineers and drive our open banking strategy. Offerzen is an online recruitment 
marketplace and the largest community of technology talent in South Africa, with over 
90 000 technology professionals and 1 400 companies using the platform. Investec 
and Offerzen believe that growth in the technology sector will contribute to significant 
economic value in South Africa and aim to enable developers to access the world of 
programmable banking and open APIs. 

For more information visit www.offerzen.com

Within our private bank we continue to invest in the modernisation of our businesses, leveraging new technologies to enable 
flexibility, improve efficiencies and accelerate the launch of innovative products. Some of these technologies include the following:

•	 Launch of Investec IX in the UK, our corporate digital platform, as well as an online business savings account which enables 
seamless account opening and the ability to self-service reinvestment of our fixed-term product online, significantly enhancing 
our corporate retail deposits.

•	 Extension of our open banking platform as a channel has enabled seamless integration with fintechs, other banks and 
investment managers and consequently provided access to new clients and markets.

•	 Investment in our AI capability, ensuring the use of analytics and data to deliver differentiated and personalised solutions.

•	 Simplifying our operating model and leveraging shared platforms and capabilities across our infrastructure globally 
has delivered efficiencies and cost savings. This includes embedding new robotic process automation technologies to optimise 
some of our core operations, reduce operational risk and contain costs.

Devina Maharaj, Programme head 
of Investec business banking and 
open banking, South Africa
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Launched 
FutureSpace  

Sustainable cities and 
communities 
Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable through:

SDG 11.C: Supporting sustainable and resilient 
buildings 

Solar PV  
plants rolled out 
on six property 

rooftops 

Investec Property Fund (IPF), managed by Investec Property and 
24.3% owned by Investec Limited, actively explores sustainable 
business development, tracking and benchmarking consumption 
across the portfolio to identify energy efficiency opportunities and 
monitor improvements. In the last financial year, IPF implemented 
Photovoltaic (PV) projects on six of their building’s rooftops: Balfour 
Mall, Newcastle Mall, Zevenwacht Mall, Kriel Mall, Dihlabeng Mall 
and 30 Jellicoe, totalling 5.4 MW. This has reduced both the cost of 
electricity and the demand from the grid. IPF is exploring the continued 
roll-out of solar PV plants across its retail, office and industrial property 
portfolios.

For more information visit www.investecproperty.com

SDG 11.2: Providing access to safe, affordable, 
accessible and sustainable transport systems for all

1 500 rapid 
chargers to 

reduce London 
pollution 

Recognising the need for enabling cleaner transport and cleaner 
cities, Investec has invested in a London-based company specialising 
in electric vehicle (EV) rapid charging. Engenie works in partnership 
with landowners to deliver fully funded and maintained rapid charging 
units, powered exclusively by 100% renewable energy. Through our 
investment, 1 500 rapid chargers are being installed across London 
and will significantly improve the pollution problem in the city. 

For more information visit www.engenie.co.uk/

Benefits to society
Meaningful sustainable development requires a significant 
transformation in the way we deal with rapid urbanisation. A more 
resilient and sustainable approach is required when building cities 
to reduce vulnerability to various factors, such as natural disasters, 
overcrowding and air pollution. This requires investment in safe and 
affordable housing, efficient public transport, green public spaces, 
and improving urban planning to be more inclusive.

Benefits to business
Through our lending and investment activities, we are able to play 
a meaningful role in building sustainable cities and communities. 
Our property business focuses on developments that bring value 
to surrounding communities and invest in sustainable and resilient 
buildings. We also finance innovative technologies that can 
contribute to more sustainable transport systems and safer, more 
robust infrastructure solutions.

Through a joint venture, Investec Property launched a third FutureSpace office initiative 
to meet the ever-growing demand for premium shared workspaces. This workspace 
caters to a diverse base of start-ups, entrepreneurs, independent consultants and even 
large businesses that want to be close to innovators and networking opportunities.

For more information visit www.futurespaceoffice.co.za/

SDG 11.1: Providing access for all to safe and 
affordable housing

Investec Australia’s infrastructure finance and investment team funded 
an affordable housing development in Adelaide which allowed key 
workers (for example nurses, police, council workers) a discounted 
rental rate for up to three years while they saved for a deposit to 
purchase their home. The team in Australia continues to look for further 
opportunities to deliver new mixed communities where social housing 
blends in with private and affordable housing.  
For more information visit https://youtu.be

In early 2020 Investec Australia Limited was appointed preferred 
bidder, alongside its partners UniLodge Australia and TLC Modular 
to build and operate student accommodation. The Consortium 
will develop circa 350 new beds providing important affordable 
accommodation to students. 

Investec contributed to the economic empowerment in South Africa 
through the distribution of 3 600 title deeds to homeowners in 
15 townships around the Gauteng province. This enabled the severely 
vulnerable population debt-free home ownership. The title deeds of the 
properties were returned to the registered owners and the substantial 
underlying debt was waived. This opportunity arose from a legacy 
transaction. These families will all now have an asset that they can use 
in other life-changing transactions like starting a business or to better 
educate their children. For more information visit www.investec.com/en_za/
focus/beyond-wealth/sa-has-3600-debt-free-home-owners.html
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Partnership for the goals 
Strengthen the means of implementation and 
revitalise the global partnership for sustainable 
development through:

We engage regularly with a 
range of stakeholders including 
shareholders, ESG analysts and 
rating agencies on topics relating 
to the relevance of ESG issues for 
our business. We participate and 
collaborate actively in multiple 
industry-led bodies such as 
Bankers Association of South 
Africa (BASA), UN GISD, UN Global 
Compact, PCAF and others. 

Within the finance sector in South Africa, there is a collaborative effort to support the SDGs. 
The Positive Finance Working Group of BASA has representatives from the major financial 
institutions in South Africa, with deliverables to build a dashboard for the SDGs to showcase 
collective and significant contribution aligned to the National Development Plan of South 
Africa. Priority SDGs provide a basis for enhanced collective action and impact, as well as 
communication of progress made within the finance sector towards supporting these chosen 
SDGs. For more information visit www.banking.org.za

In June 2019, Investec hosted a round table on the biodiversity economy and inclusive 
business around protected areas in South Africa, arranged by the Department of 
Environment, Forestry and Fisheries and the World Bank. Participants included representatives 
from the government, private sector, NGOs and civil society organisations. 

Three of our employees are representing the UN SDG Young Innovators programme and 
were chosen to showcase their innovation at the UN Global Leaders Summit in June 2020. 
For more information visit www.investec.com/en_za/focus/beyond-wealth/will-covid19-strengthen-

business-commitment-to-sustainable-development.html

Investec was chosen to feature as a case study in South Africa’s 2019 Voluntary National 
Review. The Voluntary National Review aims to facilitate the sharing of experiences, including 
successes, challenges and lessons learnt, with a view of accelerating the implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda. For more information visit https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/

documents/23402RSA_Voluntary_National_Review_Report__9_July_2019.pdf

Founding 
member of the ICC 

Export Finance 
Committee

Three Investec  
young innovators 

to present at 
the UN Global 

Leaders Summit 

Featured in
South Africa’s
2019 Voluntary
National Review

17.9: Enhancing international support for implementing effective 
and targeted capacity building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the sustainable development goals

17.11: Significantly increasing the 
exports of developing countries

Benefits to society
Effective partnerships create the opportunity to reduce inequality, 
end poverty, protect the environment, and promote justice and 
peace and improve livelihoods for all.

Benefits to business
Through strong and effective partnerships, core competencies 
can be leveraged with a focused impact across a common set 
of goals.

Chris Mitman, founder and head of export and 
agency finance, is a founding member of the 
ICC Export Finance Committee, established 
to represent the global export finance banking 
industry in its engagement with the Berne 
Union, regulators and the OECD. He is also co-
chair of the ICC Sustainability Working Group 
focused on growing the sustainable funding 
activities of the export credit market. For more 
information visit https://iccwbo.org

As members of the United for Wildlife’s Financial Taskforce, 
we hosted the first South African financial sector workshop to 
encourage cooperation between law enforcement and banks who 
will use their financial AML architecture to stop wildlife crime.

To read more about how banks are taking up the 
challenge to combat illegal wildlife trade click here: 
www.investec.com/en_za/focus/beyond-wealth/combating-

illegal-wildlife-trade-banks-take-up-the-challenge.html
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