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Covid-19 note: South Africa's second wave of COVID-19 infections continues to 
far exceed the first wave, with SA reported to be making good progress in 
ordering vaccines for two thirds of its population, although yet to actually receive 
any 

  
 

 

 

   



 

   

   
 

 



 

   

   



 

 

   



 

   

 

      

•   Over 35 million COVID-19 vaccine doses have been given to citizens across 49 
countries, with the US beginning rollout in December and covering close to 12 million 
individuals - Bloomberg also reports Israel is leading the race, having vaccinated 
24% of its population. 

•   The progress towards herd immunity (around two thirds of populations fully 
vaccinated, including likely all the elderly, vulnerable and health care workers/other 
essential services) is slow, with the US reported to only having vaccinated 3.6% of 
its population so far.  

•   Indeed all other countries in the world (besides Israel) are reported at less than 5%, 
with the exception of the UAE at 11%. Progress is both uneven and slow, both due 



to the immense logistical challenges, and the sheer volume of vaccines that need to 
be produced.  

•   Global economic recovery will remain uneven too, with many countries likely to slip 
into recession in Q1.21 on increasingly strict restrictions to slow the spread of the 
current rampant wave of COVID-19, but also some emerge quicker as their vaccine 
rollouts complete. 

•  So far, 8.3billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines are reported to have been reserved, 
with the bulk to go to wealthy countries, as most advanced economies have reserved 
doses for more than the number of individuals in their populations. 

•   Canada has ordered vaccines for almost four times its population, and the other 
advanced economies orders are over 100% the size of their populations. However, 
with many advanced economies belonging to COVAX (a system to deliver and 
procure vaccines) as well.  

•   Advanced economies that have vaccines well in excess of their needs will likely pass 
them through the COVAX system, benefitting from increasing the spread of 
vaccination globally, and reaching herd immunity, globally, and so indirectly 
protecting their populations too. 

•   In contrast, a number of EM countries are reported to have signed contracts to 
receive enough for 50 to 100% of their populations, with poor countries at less than 
50%. SA is shown by Bloomberg to fall into this latter bracket so far. 

•   South Africa’s new daily cases of COVID-19 have dropped to 18 500 now,  as the 
second COVID-19 wave completely dwarfs its first wave SA experienced.  Some 
good news is emerging though as SA’s seven day rolling average has started to 
track downwards. 

    
 

 

  



 

 

  
 

   

   



 

   

   
 

   

   
         

•   South Africa experienced a much faster acceleration in COVID-19 cases versus its 
first wave of June to end August 2020, and it is also seeing a much faster descent 
in its seven-day rolling average now, although the readings are still too early to 
confirm a downwards trend.  

•   Consequently, SA is not likely to drop to level two very soon. Indeed, the country 
recently suspended the ability to apply for new passports and (smart) ID documents, 
with the Minister declaring “(w)e will not entertain an application for a smart ID unless 
you are a matriculant". 

•   Also reported to be suspended are applications for marriage certificates, the 
solemnisation of marriages and registration of marriages. The Mister added that, 
“(w)e are proposing that all births and deaths are registered at the health facilities 
where they took place,” 

•   Also, in the current level three lockdown, South Africa’s twenty ports of land entry 
are closed to 15th February, with the President having said all the current level three 
measures will remain in place until the rate of transmission has fallen sufficiently. 



•   If the rapid deceleration in the seven-day rolling average COVID-19 curve continues, 
SA will likely be on track to have restrictions eased by earlier than the 15th of 
February, with February also signalled as the month by government when it may 
begin rolling out its vaccinations. 

•   In total, 1 296 806 Covid-19 cases have been recorded in SA, from 1 170 590 last 
week. So far, 1 049 740 full recoveries have occurred (938 216 last week) and 35 
852 fatalities have occurred, versus 31 809 a week ago. 

•   Gauteng still records the most cases, now at 350 976 (315 738 last week), with the 
Western Cape at 251 107 (from 231 060 a week ago), the Eastern Cape at 184 611 
(from 177 314) and KwaZulu Natal at  269 632 (from 236 177).  

• All other provinces still record less than 100 000 cases, with the Free Sate at 68 785 
(64 925 a week ago), the North West at 49 359 (44 255) , Mpumalanga at 49 943 
(41 927), Limpopo at 43 737 (32 493) and the Northern Cape at 28 683 (26 701). 

• The African Union has reported over 270 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines have 
been secured for the continent’s population of over a billion, on top of another 
600million, but with most vaccines requiring two doses, the continent needs around 
2.6billion doses. 

    
 

 

  
 

 

  



 

   

   
 

 

  



 

   

   
 

   

 

 
 

        

  
 

 


