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COVID-19: South Africa’s third wave intensifies, showing a recent, worrying 
quickening in pace, to growth of 37.2% week on week (w/w), from 21.7% w/w a week 
ago, in line with the path of the previous two waves of new infections   
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•   South Africa’s seven-day rolling average in new COVID-19 cases is at 5 959, well up from 
1 823  a month ago, as the third wave accelerates in severity, with Gauteng still seeing 
the highest caseload, at 489 711 overall, and up a massive 24 043 cases on a week ago.  

•   The Western cape is up 3 695 cases to a week ago (298 743 total recorded so far since 
COVID-19 took hold in SA last year), KwaZulu Natal up 1 898 w/w (overall total 342 291) 
and the Eastern Cape up 1 161 w/w (to reach an overall total of 199 400).   

•   The Free State and the North West Province have had jump ups too over the past week, 
similar to the Western Cape, by 3 226 (to 105 932 cases recorded overall) and 3 171 (to 
80 569) respectively, while the Northern Cape rose 2 008 w/w (to 51 782). 

•   The other two provinces are seeing slower increases, respectively Limpopo at 1 026 
(taking it to 66 832) and Mpumalanga 1 575 (84 818). Administered vaccinations now sit 
at 1 619 011 in South Africa, versus 1 193 352 a week ago. 

•  South Africa has managed to get to a 2.7% vaccination rate for its population, after a very 
slow start from February to April, with May and June so far, seeing a marked quickening, 
but a quicker start in February would have paid dividends now in lessening the third wave. 

•   South Africa has administered around 700 000 vaccines in June to date, and if this doubles 
to 1 400 000 by the end of this month, at this pace it would take to the end of 2023 to 
vaccinate 75% of SA’s 60 million population, the percentage seen to offer the correct level 
of immunity. 

•   However, we do expect that vaccination delivery in South Africa will be ramped up 
substantially further, and that we will get to around 2.5million vaccines administered a 
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month if not in Q3.21, then in Q4.21, which means SA could reach 75% immunity by 
Q3.22. 

•   However, much would depend on quickening SA’s vaccination pace to 2.5m doses, or 
substantially more delivered a month to achieve this. The mass vaccination rolled out by 
the private sector needs to be allowed to quicken materially to save lives and reach 
immunity. 

•   The data now shows that South Africa clearly has technically entered the third wave, and 
it is likely government may look to more social restriction measures on numbers to aid in 
flattening the acceleration in the curve. 

    

  Please scroll down to the second section below 
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•   Fully vaccinating the majority of the SA population (many have only received one of a two-
dose programme) is necessary for a complete recovery in GDP but, instead, slow 
progress on the vaccination rollout will needlessly see additional restrictions placed on 
economic activity. 

•   This in turn would see a needlessly negative impact on employment recovery. South Africa 
has also seen needless delays, inefficiencies and poor process in its vaccine start up and 
initial rollout and it is now necessary for the private sector to play a much bigger part. 

•   Globally, over 2.3bn shots have been administered, with 35million a day reached. 
Zimbabwe has vaccinated 3.6% of its population, Botswana 3.0%, Angola 2.6%, Jamaica 
3.3%. Looking forward, while there is optimism SA will speed up the process there is also 
high uncertainty. 

•   In the US already Bloomberg reports that “anyone can sign up for a shot at their local 
pharmacy with little or no wait”, as vaccine eligibility is no longer “based on age, 
occupation, and underlying medical condition. 

•   “After focusing first on hospitals and other institutional health-care settings, states 
expanded the number of places that offer the shots. Mass vaccination centers were 
created from sport stadiums, theme parks, convention halls and race tracks.”  

• “Now those sites are beginning to close, as millions of doses are shipped each week 
directly to local pharmacies. Tests for dosing, safety, and effectiveness are underway in 
young children and infants, with results expected later this year.” 
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•   “A total of seven vaccines are now available for public use, in limited quantities, in at least 
178 countries. None of these shots, on its own, is enough to inoculate a global population 
of some 7.8 billion people.” 

•   The US has seen its economy reopen, with monthly data showing a strong recovery, with 
Bloomberg’s weekly dashboard of high-frequency, alternative and market-based data … 
gauges of mobility, consumer confidence and restaurant bookings all improved. 

• “More than two million Americans are now receiving the vaccine each day. Covid-19 cases 
are decelerating and hospitalizations have declined. States are increasingly reopening 
their economies”. 
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