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COVID-19: As South Africa’s third wave approaches the peaking level of the second, 
a recent, sensible move to now vaccinate those fifty and older will likely work towards 
reducing the severity of future waves (absent harsh variants) 
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•   South Africa’s seven-day rolling average in new COVID-19 cases has jumped rapidly 
again, now at 16 916 from 13 009 last week and 9 124 the week before, with Gauteng’s 
caseload now at 662 300, up a huge 78 291 individuals in a week from 58 136 the week 
before. 

•   Gauteng’s seven-day rolling average in new COVID-19 cases is at 10 613, up from 8 305 
last week and 5 737 the week before that, with the province’s third wave much more severe 
than its first two, and currently showing no end in sight.  

•   Deaths from COVID-19 have started to spike up, now at 383 a day, from 166 a day seven 
days ago, and 77 seven days before that, although the numbers are volatile there is 
evidence of an upwards trend from the end of April, and a spike recently. 

•   The Western Cape is showing a marked quickening in its new daily COVID-19 cases on 
a seven day rolling average, now at 1 619 from 1 246 a week ago, and 882 a week before 
that as its trajectory mirrors that of Gauteng towards the end of May.  

•  The North West province too is still showing a marked jump up in new daily COVID-19 
infections,  with 1 025 recorded on a seven day rolling average, from 778 a week ago, and 
573 a week before that, also mirroring Gauteng’s trajectory, but earlier in May (around 
18th). 

•   KwaZulu Natal also evinces this trend, at 935 new cases on its seven day rolling average 
from 599 a week before that, and it is at an earlier stage, and Limpopo at 824 and 
Mpumalanga this week from 474 and 510 a week before respectively.   

•   The other provinces show their current seven-day rolling average of new infections below 
500, but they are nevertheless increasing in the main, as the country follows Gauteng’s 
trajectory at this stage, although provincial peaks could be lower than Gauteng’s.   
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•   That is, imposition of lockdown restrictions recently will serve to eventually limit the spread 
of COVID-19, although it takes around seven days for infections to occur after contagions 
and two to three weeks for deaths to occur for those fatally affected.  

•   Daily COVID-19 deaths in Gauteng are already approaching the peaks of the last wave, 
currently at 94 (72 a week ago, 62 a week before that), while vaccinations are now just 
above the three million mark, at 5.2% of the population, still around 100 000 each week 
day. 

    

  Please scroll down to the second section below 
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•   Indeed, the fatality rate will continue to rise for two to three weeks after the number of new 
infections peak. South Africa has not seen the worst yet, and Q3.21 GDP will see a 
slowdown in growth from Q2.21.     

•   Even tighter lockdown restrictions, while not advisable due to the lack of total recovery in 
South Africa’s labour market and economy, remain a risk, unless South Africans strongly 
adhere to the current requirements, and the curve shows a noticeable impact.  

•   However, this will likely only be in a few weeks’ time, as infections still circulate between 
close contacts before then, but once the infections have worked their way through, the 
‘curve’ should start to flatten, and having peaked begin descending. 

•   This is however absent any marked new variant’s introduction into the system, which, 
while not anticipated, even remains a risk to the current vaccination administration and 
immunity, as the delta variants have seen the previously ill with COVID-19 reinfected in 
cases. 

•   South Africans have only seen close to two million individuals officially infected with 
COVID-19 out of a population of sixty million, with 61 029 COVID-19 related deaths so far 
in total, and 1 754 793 recoveries, placing SA at the high end of the deaths to cases ratios.  

• However, with many asymptotic, or simply not going to be tested until late stages when 
severe medical intervention is required in outlying areas or amongst lower income 
individuals, the number who have actually had COVID-19 is likely to be higher. 

•   Gauteng continues to have seen the most cases, followed by KwaZulu Natal at 355 847 
so far since the start of last year, and 324 891 in the Western Cape, 207 610 in the Eastern 
Cape and 115 215 in the Free State. The rest are still below 100 000. 

•   Globally, vaccinations have reached 3billion, over a third of the world’s population, with 
the best vaccines seen to be 95% effective. Fifteen countries have vaccinated more than 
50% of their population, the UK and US among them, although Canada is at 50%. 
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• It is expected to take seven months before 75% of the world’s population is vaccinated, 
with the EU reaching this in two months, Spain, Italy, Germany, the UK, France, Ireland, 
Norway, Portugal and Switzerland in two months and the UK four months.    
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