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COVID-19: the third wave in South Africa has proved volatile, dipping materially last 
week but spiking up this week, as the Western Cape and KZN climb on the highly 
contagious delta variant with fatalities elevated as well 
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•   South Africa’s seven day rolling average of new daily cases of COVID-19 infections has 
risen sharply, to 12 021 from 10 187 a week ago, now back at the level of the last week of 
July, as the third wave continues to prove uneven through provinces. 

•   The risk is that this national spike gains momentum, with the Eastern Cape now showing 
worrying evidence of following the Western Cape. The Northern Cape and Free State, also 
neighbouring provinces, are seeing a steepening in their curves. 

•   Limpopo and Mpumalanga are showing a small upturn, having followed Gauteng in their 
initial third waves. The country has officially recorded 2.7million cases of COVID-19 since 
early last year, out of a population of 60 million. 
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•   KZN also replicated Gauteng’s third wave to a lessor extent as Mpumalanga and Limpopo 
did, and then embarked on a more rampant second leg of its third wave, which is the risk 
for the other provinces. 

•  Fatalities from COVID-19 are particularly elevated in the Western Cape, and seeing a 
protracted and severe trajectory, with the initial slow rollout of the vaccine nationally 
heavily to blame, along with vaccine hesitancy circulating as well through SA and globally.  

•   So far, South Africa has administered 10.2million vaccines and has a 10.4% coverage rate 
of its population, i.e. the number of doses required for each type of vaccine administered 
to provide full coverage  (Bloomberg). 

•   The opening up of the vaccine to the age group 18 to 34 has seen huge take up today as 
‘pro-vaxxers’ desperate to get jabs join many long queues in relief to get the potentially life 
saving vaccination, a necessity given the virulency of the delta variant.    

•   With far too many deaths, COVID-19 fatalities are recorded at 78 694 officially but health 
experts in the field estimate it may be three times this, getting a longed for vaccine shot 
raises sentiment enormously for those vaccinated and is positive for the economy and 
SA’s outlook.  

•   Despite quickening its vaccination pace over the last few months, South Africa is 
nevertheless at a dangerously low vaccination rate in order to effectively combat the highly 
contagious delta variant that is driving its third wave, and saw too slow a start its 
vaccination.  

    

  Please scroll down to the second section below 
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•   Enormous attempts are being made by both government and the private sector to increase 
vaccinations and overcome vaccine hesitancy, which is still plaguing the rollout amongst 
vulnerable age groups, if to somewhat of a lesser extent.  

•   In the US new cases of COVID-19 are rising rapidly, with the current death rate high from 
the infection rate of three weeks ago vs. the same infection rate in US’s second wave of 
November through to March. This is despite coming off a lower base for the US’s third 
wave. 

•   The US began its third wave at a lower rate of infections than its second wave, starting at 
a seven-day rolling average of 11 839 cases close to the end of June 2021 for its third 
wave, compared to a rolling average of 38 216 mid-September 2020 when its second wave 
started. 

•   The acceleration in the US’s third wave of COVID-19 infections has been much steeper 
than in its second wave, and this has seen a steeper death tally this time around as deaths 
typically occur three weeks after infection, if not over a longer period. 

•   At a seven day rolling average, recorded COVID-19 new deaths are 3.4 times higher in 
the latest data, at 911 on 19th August this year, than a month ago on 19th of July 2021 
when they were at 267, with the 19th of July three weeks after the start of the US’s current 
third wave 

•   With the US second wave starting gradually, but close to the middle of September, In the 
second wave, US deaths were at 826 on a seven-day rolling average on 2nd November, 
but at 1 623 on 2nd December, only double. (All New York times COVID-19 compiled 
data).  
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• Three weeks before that the seven-day rolling average of new COVID-19 cases was at 
50 810 (12th October 2020), evidencing the slow start to the US’s second wave, 1.3 times 
higher than in mid-September. 

• The US’s third wave, starting at a seven-day rolling average of 11 839 on 28th June, by 
19th July was three times higher at 35 705. Perhaps the comparatively low start of the US’s 
third wave and so lower numbers so far than second wave are not a worry for the 
government.   

• However, the rapidity of the infection rate, the rapid increase in the death rate may become 
of concern at higher levels, causing more lockdown restrictions if it persists, with the US’s 
third wave proving more virulent and faster then its second wave, and so more worrying.    
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