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COVID-19: with indications the third wave may have peaked in Gauteng, risks abound
for complacency while the infection rate is still extremely high, and will not subside
instantly, with more deaths to come and vaccinations increasing modestly
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•

Government is in the process of quickening vaccination rollout from around 100 000 a day,
(reaching close to 200 000 yesterday) towards 250 000 to 300 000 a day, although sites
fail to keep the momentum going over the weekends, evidencing it is still not a ‘wartime
effort’.

•

At over four hundred recorded deaths a day from COVID-19 yesterday, and four hundred
and fifty-seven on Tuesday, this is a ramping up from around two hundred deaths a week
ago, as the COVID-19 third wave of fatalities follows infections, with a couple of weeks
lag.

•

Furthermore, deaths currently recorded from natural causes are reported to be particularly
high. Many who do not go for testing may succumb to the disease at home instead, raising
the overall death rate in the country, but not necessarily being recorded as a COVID death.

•

Government reported today that “(t)here is an ongoing rise in infections, hospitalisations
and COVID-19 related deaths in SA”, and that “(i)n the last 24 hours, 22 910 new cases,
were reported, representing a 34.4% positivity rate. Of these, 11 747 were in Gauteng”.

•

Furthermore, from mid-July those in the thirty-five to forty-nine year old age bracket will be
eligible to register for vaccination on the state system, although those heavily affected by
co-morbidities are not able to do so alone, and remain very vulnerable to fatality from
COVID.

•

Government adds, “(o)ver 4 million people have received at least one dose of the vaccine”,
with Bloomberg’s vaccine tracker for 8th July (using 7th July data) showing 6.2% of the
population have received one dose and 4.2% are covered in the sixty million population.

•

Updating the ratio to today’s published four million administered vaccine doses (4 017 442)
yields a ratio of 6.7%, and would bring those estimated by Bloomberg to be fully vaccinated
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from 2.1% to closer to 3.0%, but this is still well below most other emerging market
countries.
•

Poland has covered 81% of their population, Chile 62%, Hungary 55%, Singapore 52%,
China 48%, the Czech Republic 38%, Turkey 34%, Hong Kong 28%, Argentina 26%,
Brazil 26%, Romania 23%, Columbia 20%, Mexico 19% and the other emerging markets
below this.

•

The quickening in SA’s vaccine drive is welcome. Administering 300 000 vaccines a day
would allow SA to reach around 36% covered (on a two-dose basis) by early next year - if
SA begins administering 300 000 doses a day from next week (with weekends still
excluded).
Please scroll down to the second section below
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•

The imposition of lockdown restrictions could already be limiting the spread of COVID-19
in Gauteng from the latest statistics available (and on a seven-day rolling average of new
infections) as it takes around seven days for infections to occur after contagion.

•

Gauteng’s seven-day rolling average in new COVID-19 cases is at 11 266, up from 10 613
last week and 8 305 the week before that, but down from 11 647 on 3rd July, with a
subsidence to 11 590 on 4th July, 11 500 by 6th July and 11 415 yesterday.
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•

South Africa’s overall seven-day rolling average in new COVID-19 cases however is up at
19 956 from 16 916 a week ago and 13 009 a week before that, as the other provinces
see gains in daily infections in the country’s third wave.

•

The curve itself for South Africa has clearly not flattened and this may still take a couple
of weeks with the highly contagious delta variant even seeing the previously ill with COVID19, that have not been vaccinated, reinfected in cases.

•

The IMF warns of "dangerous divergence" between wealthy and developing countries as
they seek to recover from the pandemic”. “(S)trong growth in wealthy countries like the
U.S. was good news but developing countries were being held back by slow vaccination
rates.”

•

“That is danger for the coherence of growth and it is also a danger for global stability and
security," IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva warned. WTO director-general
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala is reported to have expressed similar concerns.

•

In particular, the WTO director-general is reported to have shown particular concern of a
"K-shaped recovery with regions like Latin America, the Middle East and Africa that have
lower vaccination rates experiencing very slow growth”.

•

IMF Managing Director ,Georgieva, “called for the G-20 economies to do more at a July
9-10 meeting in Venice on dose-sharing, saying a G-7 pledge to donate 1b doses was not
enough. We need to act more forcefully".

•

Globally, forty-one countries (places) having administered enough shots to cover at least
40% of the population. “People covered divides the doses administered for each vaccine
type by the number of doses required for full vaccination” - Bloomberg.
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