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COVID-19: waning global COVID-19 numbers of new infections, FOMC signals that 
tapering is not far off and strong aversion of many populations to lockdown 
restrictions, shows the growing wish to put the pandemic behind us  
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•   South Africa’s ongoing plunge in its seven-day rolling average of new COVID-19 cases 
indicates that a move to level 1 restrictions in the country will not be far off, if the curve 
continues to collapse, with early October likely.  

•   The US, in comparison, is not faring as well, and has still not seen its third wave peak, 
while deaths from COVID-19 continue to climb, and the number of individuals in ICU is still 
near the second wave’s highs, and not subsiding, negatively impacting its growth outlook 
this year.   

•   Vaccinations in the US have finally reached 60% (in forty-five places) full coverage (the 
UK is at 70%), while South Africa is at 16%. South Africa has seen a particularly harsh 
third wave, with many deaths and this has knocked business, and consumer, confidence 
too.   

•   Australia has seen a third wave over triple the peak of its second wave (although it is not 
certain that its third wave has peaked), and deaths are still climbing, but the population 
has shown very clear discontent with the lockdown restrictions. 

•  Anti-vaccination sentiment has slowed the rollout of vaccines in many countries, as well 
as increasing the risk of the creation and spread of variants, with the virulent delta variant 
driving much of the third wave around the globe, and first identified in India. 

•   Low vaccination rates in populations risk variants developing and spreading. Egypt has 
vaccinated only 6.5% of its population on a full coverage basis (also Bloomberg), and 
recently moved off the UK red listed counties, to amber (SA remains on the UK’s red list). 

•   Kenya, also migrating off the US’s red list in early October, has a total coverage 
vaccination rate of its population of 3.6%. Bangladesh at 11.6%, and also leaving the UK’s 
red listed countries from early October, along with Pakistan at 18.3%, are close to SA’s 
16%. 

•   The other countries to migrate off the UK’s red list in early October are the highly 
vaccinated islands of the Maldives (97.3%),  and Turkey (64%), Sri Lanka (57.6%) and 
Oman (55.3%), which opens up substantial tourism and revenue to the migrating 
countries.  

•   Travellers who are not fully vaccinated with authorised vaccines will still have to self-isolate 
on returning to the UK for ten days, even from non-red list countries, and measures against 
the non-vaccinated are beginning to be tightened up globally in many ways. 

    

  Please scroll down to the second section below 
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•   The pandemic is now being termed the “pandemic of the unvaccinated”. South Africa has 
administered 16.6 million vaccines in its population of 60 million, and has now started trials 
for vaccines for under eighteens.  

•   With a low vaccination rate (but above that of Kenya, Egypt and Bangladesh), South Africa 
remains at risk of a fourth wave, potentially from around the turn of the year, although the 
municipal elections on 1st November are likely to see a consequence in the COVID-19 
cases. 

•   While the courts have ruled that SA’s municipal elections can take place, despite the 
extremely valid concerns from the IEC about its ability to ensure they are free and fair, the 
court’s rationale doesn’t take into account those who do not want to risk catching the virus. 

•   From this point of view some think it will be neither a free, nor fair election, and as a 
consequence will instead highly favour the young who are at much lower risk of catching 
a severe, potentially fatal COVID-19 infection than the elderly.  

•   Full vaccination does not entirely remove the chance of death from COVID-19 even if the 
risk is tallied at below 10%, but this may still be too high a risk for some to feel comfortable 
taking, and little to no provision has been made for this. 

•   Consequently, the court’s ruling for elections to proceed on 1st November, given the lack 
of digital or e-voting, seems quite flawed, as it will unfairly favour young voters and the 
political parties they support, and unfairly prejudice the old and vulnerable, and their 
political parties. 
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• So too, freedom to vote is curtailed in a pandemic for those who again worry they could 
easily succumb to a fatal COVID-19 infection, either vaccinated or unvaccinated, due to 
their elderly age, comorbidities or health reason precluding vaccination. 

• The unseemly rush into the local elections, when Afrobarometer shows that the majority 
(two thirds) agree that elections should be postponed, clearly does not take civilian will 
into account and the ruling to proceed on 1st November lacks fairness to the many who 
wish to delay.    

• The July riots showed how the third wave intensified as a result, and with voting stations 
typically indoors and queues lengthy and unlikely to see perfect social distancing 
requirements it would be unlikely that all will avoid infection.  
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