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Covid-19: the new delta sub-variant is driving the fourth wave of Covid-19 infections 
globally, while locally SA's fourth wave may be beginning 
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•   South Africa is seeing a rise in daily new cases of COVID-19 infections, at 1 275 yesterday, 
still mild, but well up from 312 two days ago, and 116 on the 8th of November. Globally 
however, the fourth wave is building strongly, centered in Europe and the UK. 

•   The 7-day rolling average of new daily cases of COVID-19 infections was distorted by the 
addition of some (18 586) previously excluded cumulative tests on Tuesday,  bringing the 
7-day rolling average to 3 202, but this will wear out the system by next week. 

•   Globally, new cases are occurring at 0.6million a day on the 7-day rolling average, well up 
on the 11th of October, the dip between the third and fourth wave in global new COVID-19 
infections on a 7-day rolling average. 
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•   The US is also seeing its fourth wave beginning, and this is worrying financial markets and 
the risk averse domestic currency is at R15.82/USD today, with very risky assets 
performing poorly, as the US is expected to continue tapering QE, with potential hikes 
even in H2.22.   

•  Deaths in the US are also starting to tick up from COVID-19, at 1 427 on a 7-day rolling 
average, approaching the peak in the third wave at 2 087, as the US’s third and fourth 
waves did not see much collapse between them .    

•   In South Africa, Gauteng is reported to be leading the way in the new wave of infections, 
with 1 000 out of the 1 275 reported yesterday for the country in Gauteng alone. SA’s 
positivity rate, the number of tests done, versus positive results, is also reported to be 
increasing. 

•  South Africa’s National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD) reports “(t)he majority 
of new cases today are from Gauteng (80%), followed (by the) Western Cape for 5%. 
KwaZulu-Natal and (the) North West each accounted for 3% respectively”. 

•  The “Eastern Cape, Limpopo, and Mpumalanga each accounted for 2% respectively; and 
Free State and Northern Cape each accounted for 1% respectively of today’s new cases.” 
“There has been an increase of 53 hospital admissions in the past 24 hours.” 

•  The NICD further reports higher rates in Tshwane, “particularly in Tshwane amongst 10 – 29 
year olds’ ”,  “Localised increases in case numbers (clusters) are not unexpected, however, it is 
hard to say whether the increases indicate the start of a widespread resurgence.” 

    

  Please scroll down to the second section below 
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•   “Genomic sequencing in South Africa has, to date, not yet detected the emergence of any 
new variants,” the NICD adds. “At present … 41% of adults in South Africa have received 
at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, with 35% fully vaccinated.” 

•   Today SA has delivered almost 25million doses of the vaccine, in a 60 million population. 
The Bloomberg tracker estimates it will still take SA twenty months before it reaches a 
vaccination rate of 75% of its population. 

•   Cameroon is excepted to get there in thirteen months, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Eswatini 
(previously Swaziland) within twelve months, the Ivory Coast eleven months, Lesotho ten, 
Angola and Zimbabwe nine months and Mozambique and Mauritius four (Botswana three). 

•   The Maldives, Greenland and Gibraltar are at over 100% vaccination rates, while Portugal, 
Spain, the Seychelles, Cambodia, UAE, Cayman Islands, Qatar, South Korea, Cuba, 
Singapore, Uruguay and Malta have over 80% of their population fully vaccinated. 

•   Chile, Argentina, Brunei, the Faroe Islands, Mainland China and the Falkland Islands also 
have over 80% coverage rates, while Bermuda, Costa Rica, Ecuador,  Taiwan, New 
Zealand, the “Turks and Caicos”, Australia, UK and Netherlands has 75% or over 
coverage.  

•   Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Finland, Canada, Bhutan, Italy, France, Japan, Iceland, 
Norway, Malaysia, Isle of Man, Uruguay and Bahrain are also all over the 75% coverage 
mark (all Bloomberg data). 

• "New strains, led by the highly transmissible delta variant, caused renewed outbreaks. 
Israel saw another surge of cases, which it brought under control by offering boosters to 
all vaccinated people.” 



 

SA Economics 
 

• “Even among those who are vaccinated, the delta variant may lead to mild cases, and 
those who get sick are able to spread the disease to others, according to the latest data. 
The vaccines remain effective at reducing hospitalizations and deaths.” 

• While SA is not yet in a fourth wave, it may be beginning, and could become more apparent 
in December, if SA follows the global trajectory. However, restitution of lockdown 
restrictions would be very negative for the SA economy, as vaccination progress lags. 
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