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Covid-19: Omicron, named last Friday, ramps up in SA, as the virus proves particularly 
virulent, while the NICD continues to report relatively low hospitalization rates  
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•   South Africa has seen a large jump up in daily new cases of COVID-19 infections, at 11 
535 yesterday from 1 275 a week ago, and 312 two days before that. The fourth wave of 
COVID-19 infections has hit SA rapidly, with the omicron variant seen to be highly 
contagious.  

•   The 7-day rolling average of new daily cases of COVID-19 infections is at 5 093, well up 
on 3 202 a week ago, despite the figure a week ago being distorted by the addition of 
some (18 586) previously excluded cumulative tests on the preceding Tuesday. 

•   Globally, new cases are occurring at 0.7million a day from last week’s 0.6million, and are 
still on an upwards trajectory on a 7-day rolling average basis, similar to the trajectory of 
the third wave at this point. 

•   The US’s fourth wave reached 109 294 new daily infections yesterday, with the third wave 
peak reaching 285 058 at its peak. The US 7-day rolling average has started to rise again, 
after a down tick recently which is usual as numbers can be lumpy. 

•  Deaths in the US still appear to be on a downward trend, ticking up briefly in what looked 
to potentially be a fourth wave of COVID-19 fatalities but then subsiding again. However, 
with deaths typically taking place a number of weeks after infection the curve can still tick 
up again. 

•   Gauteng reported 8 280 new cases out of the 11 535 yesterday, with the rest of the 
provinces all below 1 000, and only the Western Cape and KZN above 500 at 727 and 
630 respectively, and 2 988 148 recorded cases overall  for SA since the pandemic 
started. 
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•  Indeed, Gauteng accounts for 72% of cases, the Western Cape 6% and KZN 5%. 
Currently 2 904 individuals are in hospital with COVID-19, split between private and public 
hospitals, with the positivity rate at 22.4%. 

•  The World Health Organisation (WHO) shows South Africa and central Africa, along with 
some of North Africa, along with the west coast of South America having some of the most 
severe public health and social measures globally to combat COVID-19. 

•  South Africa is currently assessing the viability of making vaccines against COVID-19 
mandatory, at least for certain sections of the economy, as many other countries have, is 
a global move to alleviate the devastating economic and health effects of the virus for 
many. 

    

  Please scroll down to the second section below 

    
 

 

  



 

SA Economics 
 

 

   

  
       

 

 

  



 

SA Economics 
 

 

   

  
       

 

   

  
       



 

SA Economics 
 

 

   

  
 

   

  
   

•   Deputy Health Minister Dr Sibongiseni Dhlomo is reported to have said “(y)ou may find a 
space for yourself somewhere alone because while you insist on your individual right not 
to vaccinate, you must also be ready to protect the collective rights of many other people”.  

•   “A collective right becomes superior to an individual right. We will not deny you to stay at 
home if you so wish but you can't force yourself into a taxi of 10 other people who are 
vaccinated if you refuse to vaccinate but you want to travel with them to work.” 

•   South Africa’s Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) has found that “it would be 
‘constitutionally permissible’ to require people to vaccinate provided that this is done in 
accordance with the processes stipulated in the constitution”. 

•   “(T)he constitution does provide for the Bill of Rights to be subject to limitations: Therefore, 
the rights of individuals, … can be limited … when the limitation of these rights is done in 
terms of a law of general application, that is, if the state passes a law that articulates a 
general compulsory Covid-19 vaccination regime.”  
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•   A mandatory vaccine policy is expected to be implemented early next year, with broad 
agreement reported at NEDLAC, with labour unions in support, along with the aim of a 
90% vaccination rate for SA.  

•   With Minister Mondli Gungubele,  reported to have said “(w)e are at a crucial turning point 
in our response to the pandemic. We cannot afford further restrictions on economic activity 
or the uncertain pendulum swings that have characterized lockdowns in the past.” 

• Costau adds that “(w)e have raised it with government that when it comes into effect they 
will need to make sure the police are on alert, we don’t need anyone misbehaving,” he 
said. “People can protest but we can’t tolerate burning of restaurants and schools and so 
on.” 

• At least, those visiting/working in hospitals, places of worship, attending large-scale 
events, using public transport,  grocery stores, restaurants and other indoor places of 
entertainment and certain government services have been earmarked as requiring 
vaccination. 

• For new variants to be wiped out, complete global vaccination is envisaged, but is unlikely 
to be achieved as scientists race against new variants with booster shots and vaccine 
hesitancy prevails. However, high vaccination rates will go a long way to mitigating the 
pandemic. 

    
 

 

 

  
      



 

SA Economics 
 

 

  
      

 

 

  
      



 

SA Economics 
 

 

 

   



 

SA Economics 
 

 

 

  
      



 

SA Economics 
 

 

 

  



 

SA Economics 
 

 

   

  
  

       

 


