
 

SA Economics 
 

 Friday 3 September 2021 

COVID-19: SA's vaccination progress is impeded by weak uptake but otherwise is 
progressing well overall, while the third wave is moderating, but low vaccination rates 
pose the risk of the creation of tougher variants 
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•   Infections in KwaZulu-Natal, the Eastern and Western Cape have all turned down (on a 
seven-day rolling average basis), and Gauteng’s has collapsed, while the Northern Cape, 
North West Province and the Free State are attempting to turn the corner. 

•   Overall, South Africa’s seven day rolling average of new daily cases of COVID-19 
infections has moderated noticeably, to 8 776 from 11 706 a week ago and 12 021 a week 
before that, after seeing a second, small, spike three to four weeks after July’s riots. 

•   Deaths from COVID-19 in South Africa are still fairly elevated, but showing potential signs 
of moderating, although the third wave is proving lengthier, and seeing less of a material 
decline at the same point of the second wave - the current wave is lasting longer than the 
first two. 

•   Indeed, the third wave is still at very elevated levels, and not at a level appropriate to 
lessen social restrictions, while there is no certainty at all it will fall rapidly enough by 27th 
October to allow municipal elections to be held with safety. 

•  With the national state of emergency extended to 15th October, it is still uncertain whether 
the municipal elections will go ahead in October. SA could “look forward to” reduced 
lockdown regulations if infections decrease or stabilise, the Health Minister is reported to 
have said. 

•   Reportedly adding on the vaccination front, that government is “looking at soft incentives. 
People are hungry for entertainment", "(f)or instance, we are saying so many people can 
go to soccer stadiums if they are vaccinated.” 

•   And the “priority is to mobilise people to come forward voluntarily and take the vaccine,” 
with a vaccination rate of over 90% for over thirty-fives touted as the rate needed to avoid 
a fourth and fifth wave – SA is currently at 12.7% with 13.1million vaccines administered. 

•   Bloomberg estimates it will take twelve months from today for South Africa  to reach a 
vaccination rate of only 75%. South Africa’s fourth wave is expected by the end of the 
year, and could well be heavily aided by the municipal elections going ahead.  
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•   The new variant of interest in SA, C.1.2., is, as variants are, a result of a high rate of non-
vaccinated individuals in a population. 87.3% of South Africa’s population is not 
vaccinated. Researchers do not know yet if C.1.2. is more contagious or deadly than other 
variants. 

    

  Please scroll down to the second section below 
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•   That is, variants of interest are those which have genetic changes from the original strain 
that could cause it to be more transmissible, cause greater illness or fatalities or even 
reduce the effectiveness of vaccines. 

•   When one of the above criteria is fulfilled the WHO would define it as a variant of concern, 
but the NICD (South Africa’s National Institute of Communicable Diseases) recently said 
it was of low level of concern. 

•   The SA Medical Research Council Vaccines and Infectious Diseases Analytics Research 
Unit  is reported to have said "(i)t is currently only accounting for approximately 2.7% of 
the circulating genomes so it could easily disappear". 

•   Reportedly adding that SA’s new variant " has mutations that are the same as Beta and 
Delta as well as new mutations, so it has the potential to evade immunity to some degree 
but it is just too soon to know this at the moment.” 

•   “But what we do know is that C.1.2 shares a lot of mutations with other variants of 
concerns. So, we have a pretty good handle on what those mutations do to the variants 
and the properties they give them.” 

•   While its "very early days" to tell if its more contagious than other variants "it's the same 
story really as it does share a couple of mutations that we think are associated with 
increased transmissibility compared to the original variants." 

• And that “it's very likely we are going to see a fourth wave. I think that's what we resigned 
ourselves to. But at this stage, what drives that fourth wave we really don't have a good 
idea about and I think it's virtually impossible for us to predict those kinds of things.” 

• Globally, 35.1% of the world’s population has full coverage from vaccination (Bloomberg), 
and as such there is still high uncertainty for the path of the COVID-19 virus, as there is 
substantial space for new variants to continue emerging. 
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• While there is also expected to be a 75% vaccination coverage globally in five months’ 
time (Bloomberg), over a hundred countries will take long, with many countries in Africa 
currently likely to take over ten years to reach a 75% coverage rate of their population..   
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