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Covid-19: South Africa’s Covid-19 third wave has passed, with the curve dropping 
down to levels before the second and third waves, and focus needs to turn to lowering 
restrictions to support economic activity 
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•   While South Africa is officially out of the third wave, and government reports that the 
positivity rate has fallen to 0.5%, there is inertia on a further easing of lockdown 
restrictions, with some worries on the vaccination rate, which is at 16.4% now for full 
coverage (fully vaccinated). 

•   So far, 17.3million vaccinations have been administered in South Africa, with everyone 
eighteen and over eligible, and government currently awaiting trial results for over twelve-
year-olds. Vaccine hesitancy remains a huge impediment to full vaccination in the 
country.” 

•   South Africa has seventeen million children who are fourteen years old and younger, in a 
population of sixty million, and 4.9 million aged fifteen to nineteen, with about 37 million 
people able to still be vaccinated, excluding refugees, asylum seekers and visitors.  

•   However, the majority of individuals who want to be vaccinated appear to have been, given 
the low volumes at vaccination sites, with innovative rollouts into some stores, welfare 
(Sassa) queues and many other areas to encourage higher coverage. 

•  Furthermore, this weekend “Government and Civil Society join hands and resources for 
Vooma Vaccination Weekend”, on Friday and Saturday, 1 and 2 October 2021, in a 
nationwide vaccination drive, with “pop-ups … open … in all corners of the country. 

•   Government adds, “(t)he public and private health sectors, organised labour and business 
and community- and faith-based formations will join forces in the vaccination drive themed 
Vooma Vaccination Weekend.” 

•   “This will be the first Vooma Vaccination Weekend in a series of outreaches under this 
banner in which leadership from across the political spectrum, civil society, traditional 
leaders, labour and business will mobilise communities to stay safe by being vaccinated.” 
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•   The state is doing a huge amount, as are many members of society, to raise the 
vaccination rate through the population, and some companies are making vaccination 
mandatory. However, disinterest and distrust remain key stumbling blocks. 

•   SA’s low vaccination rate (the global coverage rate is 41%) is also negative for tourism, 
which has high job generation potential and matters for all tourists, including well-heeled 
foreign tourists which bring in large amounts of spend to the economy, and so support 
employment. 

    

  Please scroll down to the second section below 
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•   The state is calling on “South Africans and people living in the country to roll up their 
sleeves and ensure … at least half a million people are vaccinated this weekend, en route 
to achieving a national vaccination rate of 70 per cent of the adult population by the end 
of this year.” 
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•   And government reiterates that “(v)accination is also the country’s best defence against a 
possible fourth wave of COVID-19 infection”. The fourth wave is expected to begin in 
December and get substantially underway in January. 

•   However, the new waves of infections have depended on new variants as well, and the 
higher the global vaccination rate rises, the less likelihood there is of new variants 
developing. However, at 41% it is still not high enough to have a counterbalancing effect 
yet. 

•   That is, countries with low vaccination rates, such as many in Africa and other developing 
countries, risk fostering the development of new variants as the unvaccinated tend to see 
the incubation of new variations of COVID-19.    

•   Consequently, global vaccination is heavily encouraged. Additionally, the disruption to the 
global economy from the pandemic, and supply constraints are still impeding global 
economic growth, keeping inflation high and creating shortages of supplies. 

•   “It's ... frustrating to see the bottlenecks and supply chain problems not getting better, in 
fact at the margin apparently getting a little bit worse," Fed Chair Powell highlights, "(w)e 
see that continuing into next year probably and holding inflation up longer than we had 
thought". 

• The ECB has voiced similar concerns. Economic activity in China has slowed,  with high 
factory input costs and electricity shortages, and the country’s PMI has shrunk to 49.6, 
from 50.1 as China’s manufacturing sector entered contractionary territory.   

• Global supply chain blockages have hit China hard, and with this not unlikely to unwind 
soon, high supply side inflation is likely to persist globally, and continue to elevate US 
inflation, while economies remain vulnerable to further shocks, but currently COVID-19 is 
receding globally. 

• As many governments have found out, switching economies back on after switching off 
most activity early last year is not as simple, and even South Africa’s economic reset 
favoured by government has been a complete failure for unemployment, which is higher 
than ever in SA.  
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